
/MAKING YOUR WEBSITE 
ACCESSIBLE/ 
TOOLS	  AND	  TIPS	  FOR	  CREATING	  
ACCESSIBLE	  WORDPRESS	  SITES	  



what is web accessibility? 

Web accessibility (a11y) refers 
to the steps that webmasters 
take to ensure their websites are 
accessible to people with 
disabilities. This allows people 
with disabilities to perceive, 
understand, navigate, contribute 
and interact with the Web. 



There are more than  
1,000,000,000 (1 billion)  
people with disabilities in the world.  
 
That is approximately 15% of the 
entire world population. 

 
Source: WHO Disability and Health Factsheet   



people in America 
have a disability 
 
Source: Americans with Disabilities: 2010 US Census  



Businesses would be unwise to 
purposely exclude 20, 10, or 
even 5 percent of their potential 
customers from their web sites. 
 
For schools, universities, and 
government entities it would not 
only be unwise, but in many 
cases,  
it would also violate the law. 



•  Social	  Factors	  
•  Essen<al	  for	  Equal	  Opportunity	  
•  Overlap	  with	  Digital	  Divide	  Issues	  
•  Access	  for	  Older	  People	  
•  Access	  for	  People	  with	  Low	  Literacy	  and	  

People	  Not	  Fluent	  in	  the	  Language	  

making the case for accessibility 



•  Technical	  Factors	  
•  Financial	  Factors	  
•  Legal	  and	  Policy	  Factors	  	  
	  

Source:	  Developing	  a	  Web	  Accessibility	  Business	  Case	  for	  Your	  Organiza<on	  

	  

making the case for accessibility 





types of disabilities 

VISUAL HEARING MOTOR COGNITIVE 



EVERYONE in the project has a role to play 
in making sure that organization’s website is 
accessible 
 
It is not ONLY your web developer’s 
responsibility 

accessibility & your website project 



/ACCESSIBILITY IN 
PLANNING PHASE/ 



•  Include Accessibility (a11y) in the RFP 

•  Choose your vendor wisely Vendor should be aware of 
WCAG 2.0 (Web content accessibility guidelines)– 
communicate a11y requirements from the start 

•  Consider accessibility as audience persona 

•  Test, test, test Consider testing using a person with disability 

•  Establish a11y testing as part of User Acceptance Testing  

planning phase 



•  Web Content Accessibility 
Guidelines 

•  Consists of 4 Principles 
•  12 Guidelines 
•  61 Success criteria with levels 

A, AA, AAA 
•  In short, it is a LONG 

document and NOT perfect 
•  Use it as guide to check a11y 

progress in your project 

WCAG 2.0 



WCAG 2.0 
Four guiding principles form the foundation of all web accessibility guidelines 
Content is Perceivable in multiple ways 
•  Audio content is captioned for those that 

cannot perceive the audio through 
hearing alone 

•  Text alternatives are provided for non-
text content 

Content is Operable by multiple means 
•  All functionality is available through the 

keyboard only 

•  Users can navigate and find information 
easily 

Content is Understandable 
•  Text is readable and understandable 

•  Content appears and is operable in 
predictable ways 

 
Offerings are Robust across multiple 
platforms 

•  Site interacts with standard mobile 
devices and assistive technologies 

 



/ACCESSIBILITY IN 
UI/UX DESIGN PHASE/ 



•  Clear and logical design 
•  Typographic 

check readability and 
legibility 

•  Do not color code 
important information 

•  Check color contrast 

UI/UX design phase 



•  Check proximity of action items 

UI/UX design phase 



•  Enable keyboard navigation 
•  Focus state of links, buttons etc. 

UI/UX design phase 

•  Keep in mind “fat-fingers” for mobile users 



/ACCESSIBILITY IN 
CONTENT CREATION/ 



•  Every image has explanatory text (alt text) 
•  Video and audio content has transcripts 
•  No rapid flashing images, headlines 

•  Anything that flashes more than three times in any one second period or 

•  Flash below the general flash and red flash thresholds can cause 
epilepsy episode 

•  Check reading level of your content 

 
 

content creation 



/ACCESSIBILITY IN 
DEVELOPMENT PHASE/ 



development phase 

WordPress Themes 
wordpress.org/
themes/tags/
accessibility-ready 
97 Themes available 



Test website - keyboard navigation 

development phase 
Qauil 
Unit Testing 
Qauil JS (quailjs.org) 
 



Test website - keyboard navigation 

development phase 
Pa11y 
Another Testing tool 
 



development phase 

Plugins 



development phase 

Genesis Accessible 
 

Genesis Forms Extension 
(WCAG 2.0 form fields) 

 

Accessibility Widget 
(change text size) 

 



/ACCESSIBILITY IN 
TESTING PHASE/ 



testing phase 

Check color and Contrast 
checkmycolours.com 

Readability Score 

readability-score.com 



Chrome Accessibility 
Developer Tools 

 

testing phase 

Chrome extension 
WAVE 



Chrome extension Spectrum 
For testing  different types of color vision deficiency 

 
 

testing phase 



testing phase 

Image ON/OFF Chrome Extension 
 



/WHO ARE MY 
DEVELOPERS HERE?/ 

11	  TIPS	  FOR	  DEVELOPING	  
ACCESSIBLE	  THEMES	  



outline: none – DO NOT USE 
This will make your theme less accessible 
Consider using a:focus { outline: thin dotted; } 
 
Use JavaScript to detect if keyboard or mouse 
is used 
github.com/lindsayevans/outline.js 
github.com/ten1seven/what-input 
 

1 

2 



maximum-scale = 1.0 – DO NOT USE 
This will disable pinch zoom on mobile devices 
<meta name="viewport" content="width=device-width, initial-scale=1.0"> 
 
Give All Form Fields a Label 
 
Make sure to still use the ‘for’ and ‘id’, as not all 
screen readers handle it right without it 
<label for="email">Email</label> 
<input id="email" name="email-address" type="text”> 
 

3 

4 

5 



Use ARIA (Accessible Rich Internet Application) 
Landmark Roles 
<div id="header" role="banner">A banner</div> 
<div id=”sitesearch" role="search">FORM</div> 
<div id="nav" role="navigation”>Navigation Links </div> 
<div id="content" role="main"> all the important stuff</div> 
<div id="rightsideadvert" role="complementary">....an advertisement 
here...</div> 
<div id="footer" role="contentinfo">© 2016 Big Co 1 Main St, San Jose, 
CA</div> 

6 



Use .screen-reader-text in CSS 
Screen reader cannot understand 
intentions based on space and proximity 
 
WP generated CSS has .screen-reader-
text  class built-in 
 
<a href=”cute_kitty.html">Read more<span class="screen-reader-
text"> about cute kitty</span></a> 
 
make.wordpress.org/accessibility/2015/02/09/hiding-text-for-
screen-readers-with-wordpress-core 

	  

7 



Do not use Heading for visual decoration 
 
(bold text or larger font size) 
 
Use h1 tag for page title 
 
Nest heading tags for sections (h2) and 
sub-sections (h3) 
 
Do not skip heading levels 
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Skip to Navigation Link 
<a class="skip-link screen-reader-text" href="#content"> 

 <?php _e( 'Skip to content', 'twentysixteen' ); ?> 
</a> 

 
 Make sure that the link is visible using 
keyboard (:focus) 

	  

9 
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Semantic HTML and Text Elements 
•  Use <p>, <address>, <time> tags to convey 

meaning 
•  Mark lists as <ul>, <ol> or <dl> 
•  Define acronyms and abbreviations in the 

title attribute of the abbr tag.  
 
<abbr title="Accessibility">A11y</abbr> 

 

11 



/QUESTIONS/ 
 

 
@trivedia 

 


